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To:  	AMS Board of Directors                                                                                  ITEM #5
From: 	M. Green, Chair, Grants Committee
Date: 	March 11, 2021
Re:  Recommendation to Board on the Funding Request from Centre of for Health Law, Policy and Ethics, University of Ottawa.
On February 11, 2021, the Grants Committee met to consider a funding proposal submitted by the Centre of Health Law, Policy and Ethics at the University of Ottawa. Attached are the minutes of the meeting and the Committee’s recommendation for the Board’s consideration.
Motion: to approve the recommendation of the AMS Grants Committee to fund the Centre of Health Law, Policy and Ethics at the University of Ottawa $15,000/annum to support the annual colloquium and policy salons showcasing multi-disciplinary work in health law and compassion and technology for 2021 and 2022.


MINUTES OF THE GRANTS COMMITTEE OF THE BOARD, ASSOCIATED MEDICAL SERVICES INCORPORATED FEBRUARY 11, 2021 BY ZOOM VIDEO CONFERENCE 10:00am – 11:00am
Present Online: Michael Green, (Chair), Gail Donner, Vanessa Gruben, Shelley McKellar, Gail Paech (CEO)
		
Call to Order
Conflicts of Interest
The Chair asked the members if any member had a conflict of interest to declare in the grant being discussed. In response to the question from the Chair, V. Gruben declared a conflict of interest regarding the review of the grant request from the Centre for Health Law, Policy and Ethics from University of Ottawa. V. Gruben then left the meeting. No other conflicts were declared.
Purpose of Meeting
 M. Green stated the purpose of the meeting was to review and make a recommendation to the AMS Board on the request from the Centre for Health Law, Policy and Ethics from the University of Ottawa and requested G. Paech provide background information on the proposal.
Background
In the Fall of 2020, Jennifer Chandler, Interim Director, Centre for Health Law, Policy and Ethics contacted AMS to explore if AMS would be interested in receiving a proposal on the legal implications of compassion and technology. In November, a grant proposal was received to support the graduate students (Masters or Doctorate) and undergraduates in law, working on specialized projects related to how law and regulatory policy can help foster compassion in the delivery of healthcare in a technological world. The program would give the next generation of practice leaders the legal, research and policy tools to understand and promote compassion in a technological world. Students would be recruited by the Centre to conduct research under the supervision of Centre members, with co-supervision or mentoring as appropriate from researchers at the Bruyere Research Institute.  Masters’ students would usually receive 1 year of support, while doctoral students would receive 2 years of support and Undergraduate students could apply for shorter programs. The proposal request was for a 3-year commitment.
Proposed budget (per annum): $180,000
Program leadership and administrative support -$20,000
Graduate students’ stipends ($20,000 per LLM student) x3-$60,000
Graduate students (25,000 per SJD student) x2-$50,000
JD student funding (santeships and summer internships) x4-6-$30,000
Annual colloquium and policy salons-$15,000
Seminar Series-$5,000
The Grants committee reviewed the proposal by considering the following principles in awarding funds:
· Consistency with AMS Mission, Vision, Goals, and priority areas of focus
· Broadens knowledge in AMS priority areas of focus
· Encourages student interest and development 
· Preference to applicants with identified co-funding
· No apparent conflict of interest by the applicant 
· Budget is defensible.

G. Paech informed the Committee the Board had allocated $200,000 for new projects and initiatives in the 2021 approved budget 

Committee Recommendation

The Committee agreed the proposal did support AMS’ strategic focus and encouraged student interest and development in compassion and technology, but that AMs did have a grants and fellowship program that encouraged interdisciplinary early and mid-career researchers to avail funds to conduct research in compassion and technology and related fields such as ethics and law. The Committee recommended that University of Ottawa students from the Centre for Health Law, Policy and Ethics apply to AMS’s existing fellowship and grants program. Recognizing the importance of supporting students AMs would support the proposed annual colloquium and policy salons which would showcase multi-disciplinary work in health law, policy, and ethics for 2 years at $15,000/annum.

Motion: AMS Grants Committee recommends to the AMS Board funding the Centre for Health, Law, Policy and Ethics at the University of Ottawa $15,000/annum for the annual colloquium and policy salons in 2021 and 2022. 
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